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It all started back in 1958 when a Speech Therapist name Elinor Wray formed the LOST CHOR
CLUB. Miss Wray had completed her formal training as a Speech Therapist in the U.K. at a num-
ber of different hospitals. On returning home she found there was no formal club or association
for the training or education of laryngectomees. In September 1958 she held a meeting in the old
& corrugated sheds at the Prince of Wales Hospital, Randwick. At the early meetings she had 15
Speech Therapists attending. A Frank Coleman was the first President. Some time in the early
19606s Lilah Walton came on the scene and w t he
& ings were at the Combined Services Club in Barrack Street, Sydney, who became the first sponsor.
After a few years the Lost Chord Club trans rre
& Later, in 1996, the Association moved to the current location at the Uniting Church, Strathfield.

& Here are some of the milestones during the 50 years gleaned from the records and information
available:-

1992 - Miss Wray passed away aged 98 years.

1992 - Name changed to the Laryngectomee Association of NSW and became a registered incor-
porated charity.

1993 - The Association conducted a survey on the ways laryngectomees spokei there were 23%
using oesophageal speech, 39% Servox, 20% Blom singer prothesis, 8% DSP8 and 9% Coope
Rand.

& 1996 - Alan Dear, the then Newsletter Editor and also a counsellor for the Lost Chord Club for
people about to undergo a laryngectomy and, in general our spokesman, died of a non -related
cancer. The ORPAO®6 television series featur

&%performed by Professor Chris OO6Brien, | ater
health problems and his subsequent Cancer Foundation work.
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1998 - Brian Gardner became the incumbent President.

1999 - A memorable yeari Lilah Walton was presented with an Order of Australia for her services
to Community Health.

e L



B

2003 - The Capper Bequesti The Association received news from the Permanent Trustee Office in
Victoria that it had been bequeathed a substantial amount of money with three other beneficiar- &%
ies. In brief, Mrs Evelyn Olive Capper of Bayview, died in March 2003. Although not a laryngec-
tomee, Mrs Capper had suffered from cancer and in those years had been befriended by Lilah
Walton, who came into contact with her through contacts with The Cancer Council of N.S.W . The
amount after Probate and the selling of shares and bonds, etc., was $506,569 of which $500,000
was invested with the balance credited towar

%ci ation has benefited greatly as a result o
port to the late Mrs Capper.
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% Up to date, financially, from the bequest funds there has been a three year clinical research pro-
gramme by Julia Maclean (Speech Pathologisti St George Hospital) into swallowing difficulties
facing patients undergoing laryngectomy operations. So far $75,000 out of a total $90,000 com-
mitment has been advanced.

% Some of you may remember the founding years of the Club/Association when it was financed by
efforts on raffles and street stalls down at the Rocks and at Strathfield and the hundreds of stoma
% covers made by willing volunteers.

2003 was also the year that Lilah decided to retire and Bill Eccleston took over as Welfare Officer.

In recent years, unfortunately, we have seen the passing of a number of members of great

% strength and leadership including Bruce Darlington, Noel Bluett, Stan Morley, Bill Eccleston, Eric
Kelly, Ron Carlson and John Nicholson, who was the backbone of the Association for over fifteen
years. Recently we lost one of the past Presidents and founder of the Western Districts branch,
Life Member Alan Dawson, and earlier Faith Green, wife of our Vice President, Russell Green.

The Association now has four living Life Membersi Lilah Walton, Tony Krasnodebski, John Cha-
loner and Brian Gardner. There are close to 300 financial members, which include 50 profession-
als, speech pathologists and medical people. In addition to the above receiving the monthly

Newsletter we have about 40 other professionals receiving the Newsletter via email.

Special thanks must go to The Cancer Council NSW for its support over the years and for financial
reimbursement of the postage costs of the monthly Newsletter and to Michael Schaffler of Main
% Medical for his sponsorship of the printing costs.

The Newsletter and more recently the very comprehensive Website have become important and
@s integral functions of the Association. Those who are unable to attend meetings and country
members look forward to reading the happenings and useful information thus conveyed.

This brief history of the Association, and it is brief, would not be complete without special mention
of the Speech Pathologists. They have been involved from the time Miss Wray formed the Club
% and have been the instigators of the formation of most of the country branches.

There are affiliated branches in the following centres - Liverpool, Albury, Canberra, Gosford ,
Tamworth, Port Macquarie and a very strong branch at Newcastle and Dawn and John Lovett are
to be congratulated for their efforts there.

It is not possible to mention by name all those members and professionals who have contributed
in so many ways with support and service, past and present over the 50 years. The Golden Anni-
versary celebration is a tribute to each and every one.
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Letdbs |l ook forward to a brighter future wi
comes that will occur with medical advances and research.
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5 Dear Brian, %
% Thank you for your kind letter of July 15th. | am honoured that you have in%
% vited me ( along with Gail, my wife) to attend your celebrations. %
% Unfortunately | will be flying to England on that very day to give a lecture tf%
— | was supposed to give in November 2007. =

| have great respect and admiration for your organization but I'm pleased
that we do very few primary laryngectomies these days.

It may be of interest to you that | have written a memoir and in it | write
about Dolores Stephens who featured in the RPA series and who had a la
gectomy for a cancer of the hypopharynx.

Please give my warm regards to all of your members and those attending
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5 Congratulations on reaching your 50th-year!
= : : 3 .

5 Our staff and patients appreciate your ongoing
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Several emails of congratulations and best wishes were sent from V@b

Whispers and The International Association of Laryngectomees

N.B Our web page www.stilltalking.org is now listed on the Interna- E
GA2y It [FNByYy3ISOU2YSS !ééEOALﬂA%VQé $So6 LI 3S
and our newsletter is available of their web pages %
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Please accept our apologies for the mix up in the pick up times
cruis®it was due to circumstances beyond our control. We apolc
for any inconvenience

| feel sure that by the time we had been under way for a little wr
was forgivespecially by those who chose to wait in the bar at Cj
lar Quayit was a good day seemingly enjoyed bay all

Colin Bolton Secretary
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From The Past

Above right Elanor Wray MBE Founder of The Lost Chord
Club

Above Left First president Francis Corlnen
Left S BirkinshawFirst Secretary

First meeting of the Lost Chord CtuRandwick Hospital
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50th Anniversary Cruise
Wednesday 17th September 2008
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Lilah Waltom Order of Australia. Life member

Brian Gardner President & Life member
Carol Gardner Treasurer and Welfare Offic

Colin Bolton Secretary & Editor
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Michael & Rebecca Schaffler
Of Main Medical




Visitor Training
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24th October. | have still to receive some of the applications
that were promised and the amended forms | requested, it
is not too late for new enrollments, however | will need this
in the next few days.

COMMENT

We have recently had 6 female Laryng
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rying statistic and going against what
thought and considered to be the ratio
about 80/20 male/female and you wou
have to wonder if there is any particul
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reason. It may of course just be a blig in
The association has a po.licy that any member doir.lg visiting our membership enrollments that is npt
must have done the training course and be accredited by reflected nationally or internationally.
the association.
Perhaps Julia MacLean who is coming to
AAAAAAAAAAAA our next meeting may have some thoughts
Bluey moved to the bush and bought a donkey from a 2y GKA& 6aSS aSLINras
farmer for $100.00. The farmer agreed to deliver the However if it proves a worrying trend that
donkey the next day. The next day he drove up and said, manifests itself in coming years we need

'Sorry son, but | have some bad news,
the donkey died.'

Bluey replied, 'Well, then just give me
my money back. 'The farmer said, 'Can't

of young females smoking and what c
cerns me is that a strong association s
as ours does not have an anti smok
campaign for schools in operation. We

be concerned. A big worry is the number
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do that. | went and spent it already.’

, ) , the only association that | have contact
Bluey said, 'Ok, then, just bring me the

with that does not.
dead donkey.'

To do this we some volunteers and a

The farmer asked, 'What are you going to do with him? structured programme developed that
Bluey said, 'I'm going to raffle him off.’ would be presented by anyone undertak-
ing the task.

The farmer said, 'You can 't raffle off a dead donkey!
Chuck said, 'Sure | can Watch me. | just won't tell any-
body he's dead.'

We would also need some equipment, it
would not be a scrap of use talking to fo-
day's schoolchildren without a graphic

A month later, the farmer met up with Bluey and asked, demonstration .

'‘What happened with that dead donkey?' Something to think about!
He replied, 'l raffled him off. | sold 500 tickets at two
dollars a piece and made a profit of $898.00.'

He now works for the government

Colin Bolton Secretar

Julia MacLeawiill be at the next meeting and will be talking bn
| . . . . Apologies once again for the delayed cruise
'the results from the questionnaire study that she did last year

T

_ _ L _ . times, if anyone with guests had to leave as a
eporting the amount of swallowing difficulty that is present follow- .. 1+ of this please contact the treasurer for a

'ing total laryngectomy in NSW and features of the swallowing d|ff| refund
'cultles Please support this meeting. '

____________________________________________________________

New Members: Mesdames Christine MILLER of Charlestown, Dee JENKINS of Glebe, Nancy STUDHOLME of
Weethalle, Lois MCMULLEN of Glencoe, Irene BANKS of Narromine, Robyn McKAY of Lansdowne, Mr James Mc(
CHAN of Narrawalleeand Sally KYLE (for Mr KYLE) of Crescent Héalé: Mr Hitoshi YAMAZOE of Neutral Bay

All reports are held over until the next meeting




